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pacefaring has emerged as a piv-
Sotal arena for global leadership, an

exhibition of state power in which
nations engage in a competitive pursuit
of global hegemony and prestige. These
pursuits encompass both soft and hard
power. Soft power emphasizes the abil-
ity to shape other nations’ preferences
through cooperation (Nye, 1990, 155),
while hard power involves coercive
measures or force. Both soft and hard
power employ diplomatic, information-
al, military, and economic instruments
of national power. While space activi-
ties have predominantly served as a soft
power component, deploying anti-satel-
lite (ASAT) weapons revealed a willing-
ness to employ hard power and coercive
measures despite international treaties
aimed at preventing these activities. The
2007 Chinese ASAT event exemplifies
potential challenges and emphasizes the
need for robust governance mechanisms
to regulate space activities and mitigate
threats to global security. The ongoing
space race, particularly between the

United States and China, further un-
derscores the strategic importance of
spacefaring, as both nations leverage
the diplomatic, informational, military,
and economic dimensions of space ex-
ploration in their quest for dominance
and influence. This interplay of soft and
hard power dynamics in spacefaring
activities underscores the multifaceted
nature of space exploration and its pro-
found implications for global security
and strategic intelligence. We assessed
the significance of China’s ASAT test
through the lens of diplomatic, in-
formational, military, and economic
components to illustrate its implications
on global security and propose a set of
intelligence recommendations to pre-
vent future strategic surprises.

Space diplomacy involves inter-
national cooperation to promote the
peaceful use of outer space (Alfathimy
et al., 2022, 45). The United States led
the establishment of an international
space legal framework through vari-
ous treaties and bilateral agreements,
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and its engagement in space diplomacy
was rekindled following Chinas 2007
launch. Spacefaring is also a crucial
conduit for information and intelli-
gence gathering. The 2007 event under-
scored China’s lesser reliance on space
satellites for intelligence compared to
the United States, making the result-
ing space debris and its threats to sat-
ellites more problematic for the United
States (Kaiser, 2008, 318). Despite no
precedent of open space conflict, the
military dimension is critical, partic-
ularly with integrating advanced tech-
nology into military strategies. ASAT
launches can potentially disrupt an
adversary’s critical functions, includ-
ing communication, navigation, and
military operations (Zissis, 2007, 2),
with the 2007 event serving as a piv-
otal moment for space weaponization.
Space economy includes several criti-
cal activities, spanning various sectors
and technology transfers to other fields.
China’s economic reliance on spacefar-
ing is limited, while the United States is
more economically dependent, making
it challenging to devise an economic re-
sponse to China’s ASAT launch.

ASAT weapons provide a strate-
gic advantage and the ability to cripple
an adversary. Space debris from ASAT
launches poses a universal threat, dam-
aging satellites and impairing critical
systems globally. The geopolitical ten-
sion from spacefaring competition adds
complexity, and the inadequacy of cur-
rent international space law to address
these challenges leaves unresolved is-
sues, creating potential for conflict. An
international approach is imperative
to establish norms and prevent signifi-

44

cant threats to global security. The 2007
ASAT launch marked China’s entry into
the space arena. The global landscape
has transformed, however, since 2007,
and a similar event today would carry
different implications. The current glob-
al order is dynamic. China may be the
sole U.S. competitor capable of reshap-
ing the international order, backed by
its growing economic, diplomatic, mil-
itary, and technological prowess (U.S.
Government, 2023, 5). Assessing the
future implications of ASAT launches
requires consideration of these evolving
dynamics. Strategic intelligence must
encompass a more comprehensive ar-
ray of factors, incorporating insights
from academia and industry, and con-
sider the broader global context while
assessing the relative power dynamics
between the United States and China
and understanding that these events do
not occur in isolation.

In conclusion, the evolution of
spacefaring has undeniably positioned
it as a critical domain for global security
and strategic intelligence, with nations
leveraging their space capabilities to as-
sert influence and demonstrate power.
China’s 2007 ASAT launch is a stark re-
minder of the strategic implications of
space activities, highlighting the neces-
sity for robust governance and the de-
velopment of international spacefaring
norms. The complex interplay of diplo-
macy, information, military, and eco-
nomic factors underscores the multi-
faceted nature of space activities and its
global security and strategic intelligence
implications. As the global landscape
transforms, with China emerging as a
formidable competitor, a nuanced and
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dynamic approach to assessing space-
faring activities becomes paramount.
The U.S. Intelligence Community and
its partners must adapt to these chang-
ing dynamics and integrate a broader
spectrum of assessment factors to mit-

igate the impact of strategic surprise.
The future of spacefaring demands a
collaborative and forward-thinking ap-
proach, ensuring that space remains a
domain of cooperation and innovation
rather than conflict and contention.
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