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ABSTRACT

For the Indigenous peoples of the land that is now Canada, the
heavens are where life originated. The Anishinaabeg believe that
when humans die, they pass through the spirit world to the stars.
At night, they see their ancestors dance across the sky. For the In-
digenous people, there is a sacred, spiritual connection between
the earth and the star world. In the constellations, the Anishinaa-
beg see loons, moose, bear, thunderbirds, and turtles. They have
their own names for the constellations. The Big Dipper Stars are
known as the Fisher Stars. The Pleiades star cluster is known as the
Seven Daughters of the Moon and Sun. The light and patterns in
the sky guide their hunting and ceremonies. The Indigenous peo-
ple remind us that there is one sky, but many ways of seeing and
understanding it. How do our Western governments and militaries
view the sky? What is their star story? Outer space is seen as a new
contested area of competition, conflict and power projection.

Keywords: star, Indigenous, Anishinaabeg, NATO, UN, space do-
mination, Space Force, National Defense Authorization Act, Con-
ference of Defence Associations Institute

Una historia de guerra estelar: el peligroso plan
de la OTAN para dominar el espacio

RESUMEN

Para los pueblos indigenas de la tierra que ahora es Canada, los
cielos son el origen de la vida. Los Anishinaabeg creen que cuando
los humanos mueren, atraviesan el mundo espiritual hasta las es-
trellas. Por la noche, ven a sus antepasados bailar por el cielo. Para
los indigenas, existe una conexidn espiritual sagrada entre la tierra
y el mundo de las estrellas. En las constelaciones, los Anishinaabeg
ven somormujos, alces, 0sos, pajaros del trueno y tortugas. Tienen
sus propios nombres para las constelaciones. Las Big Dipper Stars
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se conocen como Fisher Stars. El cimulo de estrellas de las Plé-
yades se conoce como las Siete Hijas de la Luna y el Sol. La luz y
los patrones en el cielo guian su caza y ceremonias. Los indigenas
nos recuerdan que hay un cielo, pero muchas formas de verlo y
entenderlo. ;Como ven el cielo nuestros gobiernos y militares oc-
cidentales? ;Cual es su historia estrella? El espacio ultraterrestre
se ve como una nueva area en disputa de competencia, conflicto y
proyeccion de poder.

Palabras clave: estrella, OTAN, ONU, dominio espacial, Fuerza
Espacial, Ley de Autorizacién de Defensa Nacional, Instituto de
Asociaciones de la Conferencia de Defensa
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1. Introduction

F

and teachings. I live in Waterloo, On-

or this year’s World Space Week,
I've been contemplating Indig-
enous cosmological knowledge
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tario on the traditional territory of the
Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, and
Neutral peoples along the Grand Riv-
er. With their oral tradition, they have
passed on their unique stories of the sky
and stars.
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For the Indigenous peoples of
the land that is now Canada, the heav-
ens are where life originated. The An-
ishinaabeg believe that when humans
die, they pass through the spirit world
to the stars. At night, they see their an-
cestors dance across the sky. For the In-
digenous people, there is a sacred, spir-
itual connection between the earth and
the star world.

In the constellations, the Ani-
shinaabeg see loons, moose, bear,
thunderbirds, and turtles. They have
their own names for the constellations.
The Big Dipper Stars are known as the
Fisher Stars. The Pleiades star cluster is
known as the Seven Daughters of the
Moon and Sun. The light and patterns
in the sky guide their hunting and cer-
emonies.

Figure 1. Sky Star Map

The Indigenous people remind
us that there is one sky, but many ways
of seeing and understanding it. How
do our Western governments and mil-
itaries view the sky? What is their star
story? Outer space is seen as a new con-
tested area of competition, conflict and
power projection.

Over the past two years, the
United States and its North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) allies
have launched a dangerous narrative
of space as a place for war. Last August,
when President Trump launched the
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new military service “Space Force,” he
said space will be the next “war fight-
ing domain.” NATO is perpetuating this
perilous conceptualization.

2. North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and
Expanding Militarism

ATO is an aggressive, nucle-
ar-armed Western military
alliance that is dominated by
the United States. It is comprised of 30
members, including Canada, which was
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one of the twelve founding members
in 1949. NATO also has its so-called
“partnership for peace” program that
includes 40 non-member countries,
such as Australia, New Zealand, Japan,
South Korea and Afghanistan. With a
neocolonial, militarized view of securi-
ty, the alliance is expanding.

In 2018, Colombia became NA-
TO’s first Latin American partner. Yet
Colombia is a narco-state ruled by the
right-wing government of President
Ivan Duque. The Colombian govern-
ment has connections to drug traffick-
ing and is undermining the 2016 peace
deal in the country. Colombia is one of
the most militarized and violent coun-
tries in South America. According to the
non-governmental organization Global
Witness, Colombia is a country where
journalists are threatened and attacked
and where human rights defenders are
being killed in the hundreds. Last year,
300 human rights defenders and social
movement leaders were murdered. Co-
lombia is one of the closest U.S. allies
in the region and has escalated conflict
with its neighbour, Venezuela.

Just as we must critically ques-
tion why Colombia is the first country
that NATO has partnered with in Lat-
in America, so too must we raise con-
cerns about the alliance’s expansion into
space.

3. NATO and Space
for War-Making

t the 2018 NATO Summit in
Brussels, leaders of the allied

countries stated that space is es-
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sential for their security, and they agreed
to develop a Space Policy. The following
year, the NATO Defence Ministers met
at the alliance’s headquarters and ad-
opted their first Space Policy. Until that
point, the transatlantic alliance did not
have a space mandate.

In December 2019, at the Lead-
ers summit in London, NATO mem-
bers announced space as a fifth domain
alongside air, land, sea, and cyberspace.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg stated, “We have declared space
an operational domain recognising its
importance in keeping us safe and tack-
ling security challenges, while uphold-
ing international law.” Although he said
NATO has no intention to put weapons
in space, there is a lack of transparency
about the alliance’s plans.

NATO’s Space Policy is not pub-
licly available. I contacted NATO Head-
quarters to ask for a copy, and they re-
plied that it is classified. We can only
speculate on what NATO’ plans for
space are based on its belligerent op-
erations on Earth and its destabilizing
expansion in Eastern Europe and Latin
America.

Currently, there are more than
2,000 satellites orbiting the Earth, ap-
proximately half of which are owned by
NATO member countries. The alliance
operates its own satellite communica-
tions (SATCOM) programme. Though
some of those satellites are defunct, they
are still orbiting the Earth and carrying
the NATO logo. Last year, NATO au-
thorized 1 billion EUR for a new SAT-
COM service over the next 15 years.
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Figure 2. Popular Mechanics headline “NATO Is Preparing for War in Space”
Courtesy Getty Images

Figure 3. Space Week Tweet by SHAPE NATO Allied Command Operations

27




Space Education and Strategic Applications Journal

NATO chiefly relies on the na-
tional space capabilities from its domi-
nant members, the United States, Unit-
ed Kingdom, and Germany, to provide
data and services, such as imagery, nav-
igation, targeting and early warning.
These space capabilities enable NATO’s
war-making.

Last October, NATO announced
its new Space Center at its Allied Air
Command at Ramstein Air Base in
Germany. NATO and the U.S. have used
the space capabilities at Ramstein to di-
rect their military operations and drone
strikes in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan.

Russia and China are the only
peer competitors to NATO in space.
It is troubling that the transatlantic al-
liance constantly invokes adversarial
Cold War rhetoric against these two
countries. On Earth, NATO has also
threateningly positioned its soldiers
and weapons systems closer to Russia’s
and China’s borders. Conflict in space
between NATO and Russia or China
could be disastrous and risk an all-out
nuclear war.

Yet Russia and China don’t want
space used as a new battleground. At
the United Nations Conference on Dis-
armament, they have put forward their
joint draft treaty on the prevention of an
arms race in outer space in 2008, 2014,
and 2018. However, primarily because
of NATO member countries’ reluctance
and opposition, this draft treaty to pre-
vent war in space has not moved for-
ward at the UN.
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4. NATO Military Spending

and Profiting from Weapons

n the mid-1990s, American weapons
Imanufacturers pushed for NATO

expansion into Eastern Europe.
They saw the region as a new subsidized
market for their weapons systems. To-
day, NATO members are required to
modernize their militaries and upgrade
their capabilities across all domains to
stay interoperable with allies.

In 2014, at the Wales Summit,
NATO members pledged to increase
their defence budgets to 2% of GDP by
2024 and to spend 20% of that amount
on procurement including space tech-
nologies. Over the past five years, mili-
tary spending by alliance members has
increased drastically.

Just as conflict and competition
on the Earth is good for profit-making
for the weapons manufacturers, so too
is it in space. Two years ago, it was re-
ported that the U.S. military was not
keen on a new Space Force because
many defense officials thought it would
be redundant and too costly.

Yet congressmen, backed by de-
fence contractors, pushed for a new
space service in the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) in 2018.
The following year, Mark Esper, the
U.S. Secretary of Defense at the time,
strongly advocated for Space Force. Es-
per, though, was the former top lobbyist
for Raytheon, a contractor that manu-
factures space and airborne sensor sys-
tems used by the U.S. military.

In Canada, the Conference of
Defence Associations Institute (CDAI)
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applauded Trumps announcement of
Space Force. The CDAI said “U.S. Space
Force was a good idea” and that Canada
should have one too. It is not surpris-
ing that this Canadian industry group,
which is funded by the U.S. weapons
manufacturers—Raytheon, Lockheed
Martin, and L3 Harris—is supportive of
a Canadian space force. Other NATO
allies are also establishing new space
forces such as the United Kingdom and
France.

With well-funded public rela-
tions and lobbying, the weapons man-
ufacturers magnify the U.S. military’s
and NATO’s view of space as a warf-
ighting domain to serve their private,
profit-making interests. At this time
when funding is desperately needed for
the global health care crisis, the climate

emergency and to achieve the Unit-
ed Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals, NATO’s pressure on members to
spend more on their militaries is gross-
ly irresponsible.

5. Creating a New Star Story
of Cooperation and Peace
Etary General Jens Stoltenberg
announced a new plan entitled,
NATO 2030: United for a New Era. It is
an initiative to keep NATO strong mil-
itarily and to expand it politically. For
outer space, the alliance sees it as essen-
tial to its “ability to win on the battle-

field” We cannot let NATO weaponize
and dictate our star story.

arlier this year, NATO Secre-

Figure 4. NATO Keep Space for Peace.
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We do not need NATO at all. The
United Nations comprises all 193 mem-
ber countries and has inclusive agen-
cies, legal instruments, and diplomatic
mechanisms that facilitate cooperation
and conflict mediation. It is through the

the peaceful uses of space. Similar to
the Anishinaabeg, space should be a site
of shared heritage and humanity. With
Indigenous wisdom and international
solidarity, the story of space as a global
common that needs to be protected and

UN that countries should establish the
shared norms and state behaviour for

preserved for peace is possible.

Tamara Lorincz is a PhD candidate at the Balsillie School of Interna-
tional Affairs at Wilfrid Laurier University, and a board director of
the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space.
She is also a member of the Canadian Voice of Women for Peace and
a fellow with the Canadian Foreign Policy Institute.
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